Homeowner Guideto a New Lawn

Y our lawn has been seeded and fertilized with top quality seed and fertilizer.
Proper careand maintenancearenecessary inorder to assureaproper germinationand
establishment of turf. Successful seed germination depends on afew days of special care.
Takingthetimetodoit right thefirst timewill save money and frustration. Germination
timedependson many factors, including temperatureand theamount of moisturethenew
seed receives. New seedlings can usually bevisiblein approximately 10 dayswith
moderatetemperatures. Many peoplebelievethat if your new lawn hasbeenhydro
seeded, it will requirelesswatering thanif it wasconventionally seeded. Thatisnot true.
Hydro seed requires just as much moisturefor germination as conventional seeding.

Watering -To assureproper germination, water regularly. Itisimportant towater your
new seed deeply to encourage grassrootsto grow more deeply into the soil, making the
turf more heat and drought tolerant. Asageneral rule, you should apply approximately
oneinch of water each application. Obviously, Slopesand soil typesneedto be
consideredintheprocess. Steep sl opesshould becarefully watered asto minimize
erosion and washing of seed. Course soils such as sandy-loam soilswill require more
water, morefregquently than denseclay soils. Placing acoffeecanunder your sprinkler
and timing how long it takesfor oneinch to accumulatein the canisagood way to help
you inyour task. Then you will know that the sprinkler needsto stay in aspot for “ X”
amount of timebeforemovingittoanew location. Repeat asnecessary. Do not stop
wateringwhenthefirst seedlingsappear. Y our lawnwas seeded with grassseed mix.
Annual/perennial ryegrassesgerminatethe quickest, whilebluegrassoften takes 14 days
or longer, depending on conditions.

Mowing- Mow your new grasswhenit’ sheight reaches 3inches. Mow your grassto a
height of 2inches. Make surethat you do not water immediately before mowing. Doing
sowill make grass bladeswet and stick to the mower aswell asmakethe soil wet and
makeit easier to rut while mowing.

Fertilization- One month after the grassisfully germinated, you may apply Lawn Food,

Plus Iron. We recommend the Fertilomebrand. Thiswill help your lawn establish more
vigorousrootsand also givetheturf adeep green color.

Long Term Turf Care

L ong-term watering: the correct way- The correct way to water amaturelawnis
simple: water thoroughly, but infrequently. Watering deeply encouragesthe grassroots
to grow more deeply into the soil, making thegrassmore heat and drought tolerant. Over



watering causes seriousturf problemsand canlead to disease and unwanted weeds. A
lawnismoreforgiving if you underwater than over water. Besides, amaturelawnwill

not dieif you underwater it.

Mowing- Mow your turf at 2%2to 3incheshigh. Mowing at thisheight will resultin
fewer weedsand ahealthier turf, aswell aslessneed for watering, asthe soil is better
shaded by longer turf. Clippingsdo not contributeto thatch productions. Clippings
should not be collected unlessthey arelong and smother thegrass. Leaving theclippings
recyclesthenutrientsback ontothelawn, savingfertilizer costs.

Fertilization- Itisimportant to haveafertilizer program, whether you hirethework done
or doityourself. Contact alawn serviceor visit areputable garden center to get set up.

Aerification- Thepurpose of aerificationistoloosen up compacted soils. Compaction
comesfromtwo sources. New |lawnscan become compacted during constructionand
may benefitif aerated thefirsttwoyears. Vehicletraffic, intensewear from dogsor
under aswing set can al so compact soils. Studies show that core aerificationisthe
method that providesthe most benefits, and at | east two passesisamust.

Thank your again for choosing Schulte L andscaping for your landscape project.
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